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committee can work. And shortly thereafter, 
I hope that we will report it to the floor. 
Senator McConnell is very pleased with the 
debate on the Elementary and Secondary 
Education Act—the fact that we’re working 
on something so important in a bipartisan 
way and want to get a result that’s good for 
the country. He told me last night that he’s 
very interested in our Higher Education Act 
and that he’ll work to find floor time for it. 
So I’m very optimistic about that and look 
forward to it. 

Thank you very much.∑ 

f 

RECOGNIZING PRATT & WHITNEY 
90TH ANNIVERSARY 

∑ Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President, I 
wish to recognize and congratulate 
Pratt & Whitney as it celebrates the 
90th anniversary of its incorporation. 

In 1925 Frederick Rentschler arrived 
at the old Pope-Hartford auto plant on 
Capitol Avenue in Hartford, CT with a 
simple, yet groundbreaking idea: build 
a new and better aircraft engine. In the 
beginning, such a lofty goal seemed out 
of reach. Rentschler had just 24 em-
ployees, barely any equipment and a 
modest amount of money. But 
Rentschler was able to create a name 
for Pratt & Whitney by placing a great 
value on integrity, customer service, 
and product quality. 

From its humble beginnings in that 
old auto plant in Hartford, Pratt & 
Whitney has grown to be a world leader 
in the design and manufacture of mili-
tary and commercial aircraft engines. 
For over 90 years, Pratt & Whitney has 
stayed true to this pioneering spirit 
and passion for excellence, continually 
working to revolutionize the aviation 
industry and build a better engine for 
tomorrow. 

Throughout its storied history, Pratt 
& Whitney has always answered its 
country’s call. During World War II, 
the company reduced its prices for the 
U.S. Navy to contribute to the war ef-
fort. Today Pratt is still operating a 
culture of cost reduction and producing 
the power for some of the most formi-
dable aircraft in American history with 
versatile products like the F–135 en-
gine. And now Pratt is answering 
President Obama’s call to combat the 
threat of climate change and keep fu-
ture generations safe. With its break-
through technologies like the Geared 
Turbofan engine, Pratt is raising the 
industry standard for emissions effi-
ciency. 

Pratt & Whitney has continued to 
stay true to its roots as a Connecticut 
company. For generations now, Pratt 
& Whitney has provided secure career 
opportunities to workers in my State. 
Pratt & Whitney’s legacy of depend-
ability and leadership in innovation 
have helped to make Connecticut’s de-
fense manufacturing industry second 
to none. I am proud and thankful for 
Pratt’s investments in the State of 
Connecticut and its contributions to 
our country’s national security, and I 
remain committed to supporting the 
jobs created by Pratt & Whitney. As I 
continue to serve in the Senate, I will 

continue to work to protect our na-
tional defense programs. 

While other aircraft companies have 
come and gone, Pratt & Whitney has 
proven that it can stand the test of 
time.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO STAFF SERGEANT 
JOSEPH FONTENOT 

∑ Mr. VITTER. Mr. President, today I 
wish to honor SSG Joseph Fontenot of 
Larose, LA, who is winner of the 2015 
Army Times Soldier of the Year. 
Fontenot is currently stationed in Fort 
Campbell, KY, as a field artilleryman 
assigned to the 3rd Battalion, 320th 
Field Artillery Regiment, part of the 
101st Airborne Division 3rd Brigade 
Combat Team. 

Joseph Fontenot’s experience with 
the military began while he was on 
tour with his rock band, Jacknife. At 
31, following a conversation with a Na-
tional Guard soldier, Fontenot decided 
to put away his bass guitar and to 
begin serving his country as a soldier 
in the Army. After joining the Army in 
January 2006, Fontenot made the deci-
sion to develop his leadership abilities. 
Through help from his mentor, he chal-
lenged himself to push his limits both 
mentally and physically. 

In 2008, Fontenot deployed to Bagh-
dad, Iraq for a year-long tour. In 2010, 
he was redeployed to the Arghandab 
River Valley, and bravely served in one 
of the most dangerous stations in 
southern Afghanistan. The experiences 
there along with the loss of fallen com-
patriots and friends strengthened 
Fontenot’s commitment to the Army 
and bolstered his resolve to continue 
onward. Since 2012, he has served as 
drill sergeant where his outstanding 
commitment led him to be chosen to 
serve at the U.S. Army Drill Sergeant 
Academy. 

Fontenot’s accomplishments, how-
ever, extend far beyond his military ap-
titude. Not only is he a frequent volun-
teer at the local veterans’ hospital and 
homeless children’s center, he also par-
ticipates in Camp Kemo, a program for 
children battling cancer. 

Fontenot’s continued dedication and 
leadership were noticed by his peers, 
who nominated him for the 15th An-
nual Army Times Soldier of the Year 
Award for his exemplary leadership. In 
February 2015, Fontenot rescued a 
young man in need whose car had 
crashed into a canal. Despite the freez-
ing temperatures, Fontenot jumped 
into the water and pulled the man from 
his car. 

SSG Joseph Fontenot is a man of 
true courage. I am honored and hum-
bled to share his heroism, and I thank 
him for his services to our country.∑ 
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MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 

The President pro tempore (Mr. 
HATCH) reported that on today, July 22, 
2015, he had signed the following en-
rolled bills, which were previously 
signed by the Speaker of the House: 

S. 971. An act to amend title XVIII of the 
Social Security Act to provide for an in-
crease in the limit on the length of an agree-
ment under the Medicare independence at 
home medical practice demonstration pro-
gram. 

S. 984. An act to amend title XVIII of the 
Social Security Act to provide Medicare ben-
eficiary access to eye tracking accessories 
for speech generating devices and to remove 
the rental cap for durable medical equipment 
under the Medicare Program with respect to 
speech generating devices. 

At 12:34 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the 
following bills, in which it requests the 
concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 237. An act to authorize the revoca-
tion or denial of passports and passport cards 
to individuals affiliated with foreign ter-
rorist organizations, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 1557. An act to amend the Notification 
and Federal Employee Antidiscrimination 
and Retaliation Act of 2002 to strengthen 
Federal antidiscrimination laws enforced by 
the Equal Employment Opportunity Com-
mission and expand accountability within 
the Federal government, and for other pur-
poses. 

H.R. 2256. An act to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to direct the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs to submit an annual report on 
the Veterans Health Administration, to pro-
vide for the identification and tracking of bi-
ological implants used in Department of Vet-
erans Affairs facilities, and for other pur-
poses. 

f 

MEASURES REFERRED 

The following bills were read the first 
and the second times by unanimous 
consent, and referred as indicated: 

H.R. 237. An act to authorize the revoca-
tion or denial of passports and passport cards 
to individuals affiliated with foreign ter-
rorist organizations, and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

H.R. 1557. An act to amend the Notification 
and Federal Employee Antidiscrimination 
and Retaliation Act of 2002 to strengthen 
Federal antidiscrimination laws enforced by 
the Equal Employment Opportunity Com-
mission and expand accountability within 
the Federal government, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs. 

H.R. 2256. An act to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to direct the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs to submit an annual report on 
the Veterans Health Administration, to pro-
vide for the identification and tracking of bi-
ological implants used in Department of Vet-
erans Affairs facilities, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs. 
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ENROLLED BILLS PRESENTED 

The Secretary of the Senate reported 
that on today, July 22, 2015, she had 
presented to the President of the 
United States the following enrolled 
bills: 

S. 971. An act to amend title XVIII of the 
Social Security Act to provide for an in-
crease in the limit on the length of an agree-
ment under the Medicare independence at 
home medical practice demonstration pro-
gram. 

S. 984. An act to amend title XVIII of the 
Social Security Act to provide Medicare ben-
eficiary access to eye tracking accessories 
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